MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THOROTON COUNCIL HELD AT LENTON GROVE. UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM. ON FRIDAY, 15th FEBRUARY
2008. from 5pm to 6.40pm
PRESENT
J Beckett
L Cram
J Hamilton
D Hoskins
A Langton
P Smith
K Brand
D Crook
A Henstock
D Johnston
PMessenger
M Trueman
B Cast
H Fisher
A Hope
P Jones
P Reddish
J Wilson
K Challis
T Foulds
1
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
No apologies for absence had been received.
2
MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting held on 19th October 2007, copies of which had been circulated, were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
3 MATTERS ARISING There were none.
4 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
Professor Beckett reported on the following matters:-
a) Corporate image and Membership Leaflets - The membership leaflet was approved: 5,000 were to be printed and it was anticipated that they would be available prior to the next lecture. The Hon Treasurer confirmed that the subscriptions were not to be increased in the coming year. The appropriate documents would be forward to Andy Nicholson so that he could make adjustments to the website to reflect the new corporate image.
b) Membership campaign - Nothing further on the strategy but the new leaflets and publicity opportunities will be used as much as possible. The Hon Membership Secretary to report further in May.
c) Planning and Lobbying - the group of Barbara Cast, Ken Brand, Howard Fisher and Pete Smith had met to discuss formulating a more structured way of responding to planning and other matters affecting the built, historic and archaeological environment. An article in the newsletter would explain to members.
d) Other
i) Hildyard bequest - Robert Hildyard had attended the last lecture, which was the first Myles Thoroton Hildyard lecture, and said a few words on his uncle and the family association with the Society. He and his sister were to be
invited to the luncheon and Robert Hildyard would propose the toast. Lord Falconer of Thoroton would also attend. Mr Hildyard had indicated his intention to join the Society and had bought a tie in anticipation.
ii) David Bagley - due to David's illness, the despatch of the last mailing had been undertaken by Howard Fisher.
iii) School prize - John Beckett had spoken again with Gary Mills of the School of Education regarding the proposed school prize for a local history project or essay. The proposal was that it be aimed at secondary schools initially. A small group was to meet to discuss the criteria: the Chairman to convene.
iv) Davies bequest - the use to which the £5,000 left to the Society by Dr Davies was discussed. He had been a life member since 1936. Two suggestions were made: digitising the back issues of the Transactions and/or the Bibliography. The latter would also need updating. In the view of the webmaster, the latter was the most pressing because it would provide a searchable database. The sum available would not pay for both projects but would provide enough for the bibliography and for an annual fee to keep it up to date. It was agreed that this would be the Davies project and Dorothy Johnston offered to enquire of a colleague to see if she was interested in the updating and making it suitable for database purposes. The Chairman would liaise with Andy Nicholson.
5   PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
The Transactions were almost complete and ready for printing. It was noted that there were a good number of Transactions left from last year. It was decided that 450 should be printed this year instead of 500. Any extras could be used as part of the membership drive.
Adrian Henstock was in the process of handing over the backstock to the Nottinghamshire Archives as per the agreement which would now be formalised by letter drawn up by Adrian Henstock and John Wilson. Prices would be revised in liaison with John Wilson.
The Gould Diaries were to be re-printed. The other record series volumes in production were progressing by various degrees. The proposed Joseph Wolley diaries were now possibly to be published by the Archives. The White Book of Southwell had now been deposited in the Archives: its editing would be a huge project.
6
HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT
a) Annual Report - this had been circulated and was agreed subject to final additions etc.
b) AGM 2008 - nominations for officers and to Council. There were no new nominations made by Council. Ken Brand, Penny Messenger and Peter Reddish, who were due to retire this year had indicated their willingness to stand again.
c) Luncheon 2008 - 1st November at the Saracen's Head, Southwell, to mark the 900th anniversary of the Minster. In 2009 the luncheon would be held aboard the Princess Endeavour.
d) Correspondence - a number of items were circulated around the table including the Nottinghamshire Historian.
7
HONORARY TREASURER'S REPORT
a) Accounts - the accounts were in an healthy state. This was partly due to cheaper printing costs and also that the bequests mentioned previously had been received and a further gift from Eric Coddington.
b) Restricted funds - items entitled 'creditors' had been changed to 'restricted funds'.
c) The unaudited accounts were approved.
8
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT
a) Membership - although members were being lost there had been thirteen new ones since the last meeting. Some universities had also ceased membership. The Chairman undertook to write to Leicester University and Leicester City Council to check that they intended to cease membership.
b) Proposed membership drive - To report next meeting.
9
PROGRAMME SECRETARY'S REPORT
a) Progress report - details of the final programme for 2008 were circulated. The programme for 2009 was also almost completed and work was started on 2010 for which ideas were requested.
b) Slides - the stand-by slides provided by Neville Hoskins had been put on to CD by David Hoskins, and he was also producing a commentary. A Powerpoint presentation would be prepared. It was agreed that the slides themselves should be donated to the local history library.
c) Excursions - suggestions were made of Baddesley Clinton, Winkburn Hall and Church, Papplewick Hall, and Apethorpe as long as it was fairly soon.
10
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES
a) Archaeology - Keith Challis was pleased to report that James Wright's book on Nottinghamshire Castles was now published and had been launched at the
Gilstrap Library. As far as the Transactions were concerned, there was a sad lack of reports from Nottingham, even though there had been considerable development work going on. It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the City Council requesting that they consider including in the planning conditions or contract of employment that developers should ensure that a report is provided for inclusion in the Transactions as soon as possible after any archaeological activity is completed.
b) City Planning - there was a full report in the Annual Report but Ken Brand added that all the Civic Society awards had been for landscape schemes recently. There had been a public enquiry the previous week regarding the 14 storey tower block proposed for Brook Street: this was due to the City Council having failed to come to a decision. A plan and model of proposals for the former Odeon site was underway for consultation purposes. Victoria Leisure Centre was due to be closed and the Victoria Park Residents' Association had written to the City Council under information rights to find out why it was to be closed. The Town Arms was under threat of demolition and redevelopment: attempts were being made to get it listed. Other matters included a low scale building for Park Row, East Circus Street, the building of the Contemporary Arts Centre at Weekday Cross and concern at the lack of design for the redevelopment of Broad Marsh.
c) County and CBA Planning - Howard Fisher's paper had been circulated. He reported that the Stone House had received approval and that there were major developments being considered for Tollerton Airport.
d) East Midlands CBA - nothing to report this meeting.
e) Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust - Barbara Cast would continue to attend meetings when possible.
f) Nottinghamshire Local History Association - nothing to report except that the Local Historian had been received.

11 DATES OF REMAINING COUNCIL MEETING AND AGM IN 2008
a) AGM April 26th 2008 - Norwell Village Hall
b) May 16th, October 17th and February 13th 2009
c) AGM in 2009 - 25th April
