MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THOROTON COUNCIL HELD AT LENTON GROVE, UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM, ON FRIDAY, 15th OCTOBER 2010, from 5pm to 6.45pm

PRESENT 

	J Beckett
	K Brand
	B Cast
	D Crook
	H Fisher
	T Foulds

	R Gaunt
	J Hamilton
	A Henstock
	A Hope
	D Hoskins
	P Jones

	A Langton
	P Miller
	P Reddish
	P Smith
	M Trueman


1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from D Bagley, D Johnston, P Messenger and J Wilson.
2 MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting held on 28th May 2010, copies of which had been circulated, were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
3 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

Those who had organised and staffed the Thoroton stand at the Lowdham Book Fair were thanked. However, it was queried by those involved whether it has been worth the hard work. 
4 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Professor Beckett reported on the following matters:-

a) Vice-Presidents – Keith Goodman had agreed to be nominated as a Vice-President of the Society and his nomination would be put forward for election at the next AGM. 
b) Local History Teaching and Research – the University Saturday Seminar series had recommenced. Work and discussions on the LHT&R project was ongoing. Sue Clayton was willing to continue to organise the National Archive visits several times a year but new backers were required. It was agreed that Thoroton would underwrite these visits as part of its commitment to support local research.
c) County Societies Day – deferred.
5 PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
a) Transactions – most of the material was in and being processed. Although it appeared there were less archaeology articles, there were quite a number of longer pieces.
b) Record series – the Gedling Town Book had been published and had been launched that day in Gedling Parish Church. The President had presented a copy to the Rector, Martyn Bennett of Trent University had spoken, as had Ted White, the editor. 18 copies were sold at this launch. Adrian was thanked for his guidance to publication. Progress on the Senior maps continued and talks were underway for the next edition.
c) Newsletter – new printers had had to be found as Parker and Collinson had gone into liquidation. Adlards of Ruddington were to be the new printers.

d) Date of next Publications Committee meeting – to be held on 3rd December at 5pm.
6 HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) Luncheon 2010 – 6th November at Charnwood Hotel, Blyth. It was hoped that Sir Andrew and Lady Belinda Buchanan would be able to attend. A number of possible venues were suggested for 2011.
b) AGM – title and format – it was suggested that, in future, the AGM be renamed the “Spring Meeting and AGM”. The format would be much as usual, AGM, talk, tea and tour.
c) Correspondence – a number of items were circulated around the table including the Notts Historian. There had also been two responses to the questionnaire regarding documents held by members etc.
7 HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT

The accounts had been circulated by the Treasurer as he was unable to attend. It was noted that room charges were to be increased at the Mechanics Institute.
8 HONORARY PROGRAMME SECRETARIES’ REPORT

a) Excursions – the programme for 2011 was complete and consideration was being given to 2012. A number of shorter days may be included as a regular feature of the programme.
b) Lectures – there had been a good first lecture of the autumn. All speakers were booked for 2011 and the programme was ready to be printed. The process of drawing up the 2012 had commenced.
c) Appointment of Chairs of Lectures – January to March – the following Chairs were agreed:- January 8th Penny Messenger or, if not available, Barbara Cast: February 12th – Philip Jones: March 12th – Trevor Foulds. 
d) Officer roles at lectures etc – Council members were to wear badges in future and actively welcome and speak to those attending.

9 HONORARY MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) Current and new membership – there were ten new members, and one associate, and these were approved. 
b) Membership survey – John Hamilton and John Wilson were thanked for their work on this. 128 surveys had been returned which was very good. It was a mainly positive response with many helpful and supportive comments. It confirmed that the greater proportion of members were over 60 with very few under 40. The activities or publications which received the highest rankings were the Newsletter, Transactions, Lectures and making representations on Nottinghamshire’s heritage matters. Nothing the Society did received a low ranking. This was all very encouraging and Council took on board a few comments which could be acted upon. The Publications Committee would consider comments relating to Transactions and the Record Series, and the Standing Committee re AGM, programmes and research projects. Also a lecture special with a nationally recognised speaker to be considered, with Michael Wood in mind, to be held in a different venue, such as Newark Town Hall. 
c) Position of Membership Secretary – John Hamilton needed to relinquish the post and a replacement was being sought, hopefully as soon as possible in order that new leaflets could be printed with up to date details.
10 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

a) Archaeology – Keith Challis was not present.
b) City Planning – Ken Brand reported on a number of matters, including that there were new owners of the Odeon site and that there were to be amendments to the existing plans in regard to the frontage. Also there was a need to keep an eye on City Council properties now no longer used by them, especially the Guildhall. 
c) County and CBA Planning – Howard Fisher reported on plans for the Salvation Army hostel and museum at Notintone Place, to which there were no objections. Other plans considered included 23 High Pavement (County House), 24-26 Low Pavement (Abigail Gawthern’s House) and a cart shed at Cotgrave.
d) East Midlands CBA – Nothing to report.
e) Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust – nothing new to report.
f) Nottinghamshire Local History Association – Philip Jones reported on the forthcoming day school, the Notts Historian, the extraordinary meeting on the Clayton report. It was noted that earlier notice of day schools would be helpful to the Society.
g) Response Group – representations had been made on the Roman site at Southwell.
11 DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS AND AGM IN 2011
a) 4th March and 27th May 2011
b) AGM – 30th April 2011 – Flintham 
