MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THOROTON COUNCIL HELD AT LENTON GROVE, UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM, ON FRIDAY, 17th OCTOBER 2008, from 5pm to 6pm

PRESENT 

	D Bagley
	J Beckett
	B Cast
	K Brand
	L Cram
	D Crook

	T Foulds
	R Gaunt
	J Hamilton
	A Henstock
	D Hoskins
	P Jones

	
	
	A Langton
	P Reddish
	
	


1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from K Challis, H Fisher, A Hope, D Johnston, P Messenger, M Trueman and J Wilson.
2 MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting held on 30th May 2008, copies of which had been circulated, were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

3 MATTERS ARISING 

It was confirmed that the Local History Fair mentioned at 5c was to be held at Bramcote. 
4 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Professor Beckett reported on the following matters:-

a) Newsletter – Howard Fisher had undertaken to edit the Newsletter. Thanks were expressed for the work Janice Avery had over several years on this.
b) Public Relations – again Howard Fisher was working on increasing publicity for the Society, its aims and activities.
5 PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
a) Proceedings – the committee only met once a year, with the next meeting due in November.

b) Record series – the Gould diaries had sold well and a reprint was considered, however the cost ruled that out for the present. The printers had a box of ‘seconds’ which the Society now had and would be able to sell on at a reduced price. The maps project was proceeding satisfactorily, with the transcription of information from Welbeck maps completed. The Chatsworth copy was still not available and therefore two separate volumes were being considered. However, Council felt that, with such a significant project centred on rare pre 1650 maps, the outcome should not be compromised and left it to the Publications Committee to determine the best way forward. The Gedling Town Book was coming on well and should be out soon. The work on the Duke of Newcastle’s papers was progressing but not ready yet.
c) Transactions – not many articles had been received so far but several were being worked on.
d) Bibliography – the meeting on the bibliography had been held in August and the updating was underway. It was be put on the website when done but including the existing one likely to be more difficult. The whole bibliography really needs re-indexing but this would be a large task. The Davies bequest is earmarked for this purpose.
6 HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) Luncheon 2008 – 1st November at the Saracen’s Head, Southwell, 97 had booked so far. In 2009 it would be held on 7th November on the Princess Endeavour.

b) Correspondence – a number of items were circulated around the table. Council was asked to consider a query from Norman Douglas, a stone-mason in Lowdham, regarding some stone corbels which he possessed and wished to know where they came from: this would be put in the newsletter.
7 HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT

John Wilson was not present but had circulated a paper which was considered.
8 HONORARY PROGRAMME SECRETARY’S REPORT

a) Progress report – the draft programme was circulated round the table. Leslie Cram was thanked for an excellent programme.
b) Appointment of Chairs of Lectures – the following Chairs were agreed:- January  – David Bagley: February – John Beckett: March – Keith Challis.
9 HONORARY MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) Membership – there was continuing interest and a number of new members.
b) Membership campaign – The new leaflets had been distributed widely, including to libraries, museums, local history societies and a number of other organisations. Publicising Society activities in local history libraries was to be considered by the Standing Committee. 
10 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

a) Archaeology – Keith Challis was not present.
b) City Planning – Ken Brand circulated a paper round the table. The architects had submitted more information on the Odeon Cinema site – the Response Group had sent a letter on this application. The Civic Society had given evidence against the expansion of the incinerator because more modern options were available: a Government Inspector was to rule on this.
c) County and CBA Planning – Howard Fisher had circulated a paper.
d) East Midlands CBA – Ann Hope was not present. 
e) Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust – nothing to report.
f) Nottinghamshire Local History Association – Philip Jones reported on the forthcoming day school and on the discussions over the use of funds.
g) Response Group – continuing to keep an eye on major issues. 
11 DATES OF REMAINING COUNCIL MEETING IN 2008-09 AND AGM IN 2009 
a) February 13th 2009

b) AGM - 25th April 2009 – Woodborough and planned for Bingham in 2010
