MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THOROTON COUNCIL HELD AT LENTON GROVE, UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM, ON FRIDAY, 4th MARCH 2011, from 5pm to 6.50pm

PRESENT 

	J Beckett
	K Brand
	B Cast
	D Crook
	H Fisher
	T Foulds

	R Gaunt
	J Hamilton
	A Henstock
	D Hoskins
	P Jones
	A Langton

	P Messenger
	P Reddish
	P Smith
	M Trueman
	J Wilson
	


1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from D Bagley, K Challis and A Hope. 
2 MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting held on 15th October 2010, copies of which had been circulated, were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

3 MATTERS ARISING 

There were none. 
4 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Professor Beckett reported on the following matters:-

a) Lecture series – as all the lectures were held in the name of individuals, it had been decided that notes on those persons be made available to lecturers to give them some idea of the appropriate person’s life and contribution to the Society. Members of Council were asked to send any information they had on Nora Witham to David Hoskins.
b) Editor of the Transactions – so far nobody had been found to replace Richard Gaunt as Editor (History) of the Transactions. Approaches had been made to the universities but with no positive response so far.
c) Membership Secretary – after the AGM John Wilson will handle the membership work on an interim basis until a replacement had been found.
d) Local History Education and Research in Nottinghamshire – the education side was still to be completed. However, John Wilson had organised a research session to share ideas and information on ongoing research.
e) PRO/Kew visits – the first under the Society’s auspices had been disappointingly attended. It was the intention to circulate information more widely in future.
f) Sound system – the mobile sound system was nearing the end of its life and it was decided to hire the kit in future for Spring Meetings/AGM and luncheons when necessary. The quote was £40 plus VAT.
5 PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
a) Proceedings of the December committee meeting – noted. 
b) Transactions – the 2010 volume was in hand with a concentration on late 17th to mid 19th century topics this year, and less archaeological ones. It was important to have top level archaeological articles, not only in their own right but because they attracted funding.
c) Record series – good progress was being made on the Estate Maps of William Senior and it was hoped that there would be something to show at the Spring Meeting: discussion was ongoing on the production of maps and the use of colour, for which there was funding. There was not much progress on the Newcastle accounts; the volume on lost churches and chapels was scheduled for 2013; the Joseph Woolley diary was very much delayed but Peter Hammond had produced an article which could form the introduction; the text of the Abigail Gawthern volume may be converted: Andy Nicholson may be commissioned to carry out this work. 

d) Newsletter – Howard Fisher was well on the way to producing the next edition.
e) Bibliography and Transactions Index – the Chairman would follow these up.
6 HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) Annual Report – this had been included with the Council papers and was approved for circulation to members, subject to a few minor amendments.

b) AGM – 30th April at Flintham
i) Nominations for a Vice-President, officers and to Council – Council nominated Keith Goodman as a Vice-President. Officers to be sought were the Honorary History Transactions Editor and the Honorary Membership Secretary. The three retiring Council members, Ken Brand, Penelope Messenger and Peter Reddish, had agreed to stand again. Council also nominated Richard Gaunt as a Council Member on his stepping down as a Transactions Editor. Documentation for the AGM would be sent out in early April and directions would be included, with a note on the works to the A46.
c) Luncheon 5th November 2011 – this was to be held at the Hemsley, University of Nottingham. The Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham, the Right Revd Paul Butler, and his wife Rosemary had accepted the invitation to attend: Bishop Paul would speak on the King James Bible.
d) Festival of British Archaeology 2011 – to be publicised in the Newsletter. 
e) Correspondence – a number of items were circulated, included the Nottinghamshire Historian. 
f) Book Review – David Durant had requested that his book “The Smythson Circle” be reviewed by the Society – it was proposed that Pete Smith be asked to do this. Mr Durant also asked if a flier could be included in a circulation and the Hon Secretary would liaise with David Bagley on this.
7 HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT
a) Annual accounts – John Wilson went through the accounts, which had been circulated. The financial situation was satisfactory, despite the economic downturn. The Gedling Town Book was selling well and income from sales at the Archives was increasing.
b)   Financial Accounts and Examination – it was agreed to move to a receipts and payments method of accounting, rather than the more complicated and unnecessary accruals method. This would be accompanied by a report to Council each meeting, with a full report and accounts in February. Under the Charities Act 2006 there had been a relaxation in the examination of accounts for charities with an income of less than £25,000 and it was not now necessary to have a professional audit, any responsible person being able to undertake the examination of the accounts. Both these changes would reduce expenditure. Council agreed to the independent examination method and asked for a volunteer: John Hamilton agreed to undertake this. Subject to this examination, the accounts were approved for submission to the AGM. John Wilson would explain the changes at the AGM to seek the support of members and would write to the current auditors after then. John was thanked for his work on this important issue.
8 HONORARY PROGRAMME SECRETARIES’ REPORT

a) Excursions – the programme for 2011 was in place and the preparation for 2012 well underway, to include visits to Lichfield, Melbourne Hall, Dean Park and an archaeological tour. 
b) Lectures – the 2011 programme had commenced and that for 2012 was underway with some still to be confirmed. The March lecture would be chaired by Richard Gaunt.
9 HONORARY MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
a) Membership – the fifteen new members were formally approved and the change of membership type noted. 
b) Subscriptions – the change in subscription amount had been achieved fairly easily with some discrepancies caused by banks. 
c) Retirement – John Hamilton was thanked for his contribution to the Society during his time as Membership Secretary. 
10 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

a) Archaeology – Keith Challis was not in attendance. 
b) City Planning – Ken Brand added to his report in the annual report by informing Council that the former Sisson and Parker premises were to become a Sainsbury Local Store; the Coroner and Registrars were moving into the Council House; English Heritage had strongly recommended that the proposals for the former Odeon should be refused and, following its demolition, should be replaced by a building sympathetic to the historic core of the city – however, it was noted that the City Council could still push ahead with this plan.
c) County and CBA Planning – Howard Fisher circulated a report adding to his report for the Annual Report. There was a long term scheme to redevelop Beeston town centre. The Midland Station improvements were to commence in 2012.
d) East Midlands CBA – Ann Hope was not in attendance. 
e) Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust – Barbara Cast reported that business continued to monitor possible changes to notable buildings. The Thoroton dovecote restoration was still not completed. 
f) Nottinghamshire Local History Association – Philip Jones reported on the forthcoming day school on 26th March at Ravenshead.
g) Response Group – Barbara Cast reported that comments had been sent on the Roman site at Southwell, on a development which threatened the ancient lane called Cundy Hill at Southwell, on the cuts to the Conservation Section of the County Council and on the changes to access at Newstead Abbey. She also asked that she be notified promptly of proposals or policies which needed a response from the Society.
11 DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS IN 2011-12 AND AGM 
a) May 27th and 21st October 2011, 24th February 2012
b) AGM 2012 – April 28th  

